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Cymatics & the Tonoscope

➢ “Hear by Seeing”

➢ Cyma from the Greek “kyma” … the wave

➢  Cymatics: the study of wave phenomena, a science

 pioneered by Swiss medical doctor and natural 

 scientist Dr Hans Jenny
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Hans Jenny (1904 – 1972)
➢  Dr Hans Jenny was a Swiss doctor, artist, and researcher

➢  For 14 years he conducted experiments showing what happens when you

 place materials such as sand, water, as well as other viscous substances on

 vibrating membranes and metal plates

➢  He found these vibrational forms mirrored patterns

 found in nature, art, and architecture

➢  The tonoscope was constructed to make 

       the human voice visible without any

 electronic apparatus as an intermediate link

➢  In his book, Cymatics - The Structure and Dynamics 

 of Waves and Vibrations, Dr Jenny says that 

 “the key to understanding how we can heal the body 

 lies in our understanding of how different frequencies

 or ‘tones’ influence our physical reality.”
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Earlier Vibrational Findings
In 1632, Galileo Galilei wrote in Dialogue Concerning the Two 
Chief World Systems:

“As I was scraping a brass plate with a sharp iron chisel in order to remove 
some spots from it and was running the chisel rather rapidly over it, I once or 
twice, during many strokes, heard the plate emit a rather strong and clear 
whistling sound: on looking at the plate more carefully, I noticed a long row of 
fine streaks parallel and equidistant from one another. Scraping with the 
chisel over and over again, I noticed that it was only when the plate emitted 
this hissing noise that any marks were left upon it; when the scraping was not 
accompanied by this sibilant note there was not the least trace of such 
marks.”
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Ernst Chladni
➢  Ernst Florens Friedrich Chladni (November 30, 1756  –  April 3, 1827) 

➢  German physicist and musician

➢  One of Chladni's best-known achievements was inventing a technique to show the

 various modes of vibration on a mechanical surface. Chladni repeated the 

 pioneering experiments of Robert Hooke of Oxford University who, on July 8, 1680,

 had observed the nodal patterns associated with the vibrations of glass plates. 

 Hooke ran a bow along the edge of a plate covered with flour, and saw the nodal 

 patterns emerge*

➢  Known as the “Father of Acoustics”

➢  Dr Hans Jenny, inspired by the work of Chladni,

 began researching the visual display of sound

*Ernst Florens Friedrich Chladni, Institute for Learning Technologies, Columbia University
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Peter Guy Manners (recently passed 8.21.09) 

➢  Dr Peter Guy Manners, a British osteopath, was qualified in England and

 Germany and specialized in natural and electromagnetic medicines

➢  Cymatherapy® represents the work of Dr Peter Guy Manners who began

 the exploration of sound as a healing modality in the 1960s. Dr Manners

 worked for decades, in collaboration with a group of scientists and

 medical doctors, to formulate the biosignatures and healing frequencies

 for each part of the body

➢  Dr Manners studied Dr Jenny’s work in cymatics and created Cymatic

 Therapy … a modality of Sound Therapy
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Peter Guy Manners (continued)

“Working at his clinic, home, and research centre in Bretforton Hall, UK,        
Dr Manners encountered many personal challenges and acquired great 
knowledge, which led to the invaluable conception in the early 1960s of one 
of the world’s first-known sound therapy instruments. This development 
marked the birth of what we now know as Cymatic Therapy or Cymatherapy®, 
which is the therapeutic application of sound and magnetic energy, based 
upon research from the field of Cymatics. Dr Manners tirelessly and single-
handedly developed, promoted, and taught Cymatic therapy throughout the 
world. His greatest achievement was that he generated and inspired so much 
interest in the therapeutic use of sound.” – Chris Gibbs (last UK student and assistant 

to Dr Peter Guy Manners)
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You Tube Video with Dr Peter Guy Manners and Dr Hans Jenny

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HsWdBI2vsfg&feature=related



CymaScope
➢ The CymaScope is a scientific instrument that makes sound visible

➢   John Stuart Reid and Erik Larson are the co-inventors of the CymaScope

➢  “Vibration underpins all matter in the universe. No matter can

 exist without sound and vibration. To see the periodic motions that lie at

 the heart of matter is to lift the veils that conceal many mysteries of the

 universe. The CymaScope represents the first scientific instrument that 

 can give us a visual image of sound and vibration – a cymatic image – 

 helping us to understand our world and universe in ways previously 

 hidden from view.” – Erik Larson on the CymaScope – http://www.cymascope.com
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John Stuart Reid and Erik Larson
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Erik Larson
➢ Erik Larson: Engineer, inventor, musician, and 

 co-inventor of the CymaScope
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CymaScope Models
http://www.cymascope.com
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http://www.cymascope.com/gallery/ASR-JSR-CymaScope_URLthumb.jpg

http://www.cymascope.com/gallery/ASR-JSR-CymaScope_URL.jpg
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Cymatic Image (via the CymaScope)
http://www.cymascope.com/gallery/Double_Hexagon_URL.jpg

http://www.cymascope.com/gallery/Double_Hexagon_URL.jpg


Let’s Make Our Own Tonoscope!
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